


Letter from the Manse

May 2010

Dear Friends,

I am lucky enough to have visited the “Land of the Holy One"! on two separate occasions.
The first, in 1993 was a trip for prospective pilgrimage leaders and we rushed around the
holy sites at great speed. There was certainly a "If it's Tuesday, this must be the Church
of the Nativity" feel to the visit. Yet for all the rush there were times when we did just
stop and pray.

We were a mixed group - Roman Catholics, Methodist, Anglican and one Presbyterian!
Twice a day we came together for worship within the hotel. At each Church or Holy site
we visited, we would share a Bible reading, relevant to the site and a prayer or a hymn. The
memory of singing "Dear Lord and Father of mankind” while on the Sea of Galilee, comes
back to me every time I singing the hymn.

When I returned in 1995, my holiday had a more relaxed feel to it. I had spent a week
travelling in Jordon with a former flatmate who had then gone off to climb Mount Sinai. T
on the other hand returned to Jerusalem and spent time with friends from Wellington
Church who were working at St John's Hospital in Jerusalem. This visit contrasted greatly
with the first; this time there was no armed guard with me wherever I wandered and I
was able to glimpse a little of the hardship of the Palestinians who have to go through
various checkpoints just to go to work or school.

One day I set off on a pilgrimage of the Churches on the Mount of Olives. Here you will
find the Church of All Nations, thought to be on the site Jesus prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane; the Church of Mary Magdalene, with its beautiful Russian domes; the Church
of Pater Noster, where you can view the words of the Lord's Prayer in several different
languages:; and perhaps my favourite, Dominus Flevit.

The Church of Dominus Flevit, which translates from Latin as "The Cry of the Lord" or
"The Lord Wept", is in the shape of a teardrop. It commemorates Luke 19. 41 - 44,

"As Jesus came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, "If you, even you, had
only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes. Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up
ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side.



They will crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not
leave within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of
your visitation from God."

On the Communion Table we are also reminded of the beautiful words of Jesus from Luke
13, 34,

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to itl How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!"

The Church has a beautiful window giving a clear view over the city and you can just
imagine Jesus standing there all these years ago and crying. I suspect the Christ still
weeps over Jerusalem today. Sadly most of the problems of that divided city are caused
by people being unable or unwilling to accept that there is more than one way to live our
lives. People have become entrenched and can no longer see that someone else's opinion is
valid. I suppose it could be argued that this kind of thinking is at the heart of most human
problems.

However, the Church of Dominus Flevit is not just a reminder that Jesus wept, it is a
reminder that Jesus wanted to gather people together and protect them - just as a hen
gathers her chicks. Elsewhere in the magazine you will read of the magnificent hen-
harriers of the Renfrewshire Heights doing just that to protect their chicks from danger.
You will read that birds of prey in general and hen-harriers in particular have not had a
good reputation in Scotland. Yet that depends on how you view their existence: is the
created world there at the service of humanity or are we to be stewards of creation?
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In Genesis 1.26 we read, "Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” Creation has suffered for many years by the
use of the word "dominion”. For some this means that we have total control over the world
and we can tame it and subdue it for our own ends. For me the word has slightly different
connotations; there is tied up in this word, the reminder that the true dominion of the
world is GodOsealm; that God created the world and declared it was good, so when we
exercise our dominion, we must do so in a way that seeks to bring justice to all of God's
creation, including, "the fish of the sea, ... the birds of the air, ... cattle, ... the wild animals
of the earth, and ... every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”



We live in a beautiful part of the world; we are blessed to be asked by God to share in the
care of creation; let us take up that challenge and enjoy our countryside, remembering
that we share it with other creatures whom God has created for us to enjoy, not subdue.

Your friend and minister,
( loiekins

Church of Scotland Ministries & Missions
Contributions 2010

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you for supporting the worship, mission and service of the Church through the
money you give in your offering. It is important that you know what happens to this
money. This letter tells you about your congregation's Ministries and Mission Contribution
- the money your Congregational Treasurer sends to the Church Offices in Edinburgh.
How does it enable the worship, mission and service of the Church?

The information below shows how your congregation's contribution is used fo support
Parish Ministries, Mission and Renewal, and general support and services provided for
congregations and the councils of the General Assembly. Please note that the cost of your
minister is not what he/she is paid. This cost is the fotal for stipend and employer's
national insurance and pension contributions, and is based on a minister with ten years'
service.

Congregation:
LOCHWINNOCH £25,573
Parish Ministries (87%) £22,249
The cost of Ministry in your parish is £39,100

The support you receive from other
congregations towards the cost of
your minister is £16,851
Mission and Renewal (5.5%) £1,407
This supports the Church's work in resourcing
congregations for Christian education and out-
reach, in caring for the vulnerable in society,
in partnership with Churches in some of the
poorest parts of the world, and in providing a
Christian perspective on the issues of today
Support and Services for Councils
and Congregations (7.5%) £1,917



This provides financial, legal, safeguarding
and other services, and meets the cost of
the General Assembly and the Moderator.

Please note that Ministries and Mission Contributions only provide part of the total
funding required for the work of the Church listed above. A fuller picture is given in the
leaflet Funding our Faith, which is available free to all congregations.

I hope that this helps you to understand Ministries and Mission Contributions and shows
you are enabling the sharing of the gospel through the money your congregation sends
through the Church Offices to all parts of Scotland and beyond.

Yours sincerely
(5gd.) - Gordon D Jamieson
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Poverty - Lets endit

Christian Aid is a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be
changed to one where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. We work
globally for profound change that eradicates the causes of poverty, striving to
achieve equality, dignity, and freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality. We

are part of a wider movement for social justice. We provide urgent, practical and

effective assistance where need is great, tackling the effects of poverty as well as

its root ¢ auses.

Who do we work with?

1. Brazil
Christian Aid helped established the Landless People's Movement(MST) 25 years ago
and has funded them ever since. In that time MST has helped more than a million poor
landless Brazilians to get land of their own.
Christian Aid has worked with the Institute for Socio-Economic Studies (INESC) for
more than 2 years helping the poorest Brazilians to understand and claim their rights.



INESC's youth participation project was named the best adolescent project in the
country in 2009.

The Pro-Indian Commission (CPI) is a relatively new partner for Christian Aid; we have
worked with them since 2008.

AMAZON GRACE

A Quilombola fisherman sets out at dawn in the northern Amazon; an idyllic image that
hides a desperate fight to preserve this precious environment for the people who live
here - and indeed for us all.

Deforestation releases more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than all the world's
cars, planes and ships put together. Brazil has the largest reserves of tropical forest
on earth, but the country is losing them at an enormous rate.

Christian Aid partners CPI and ARQMO are helping the Quilombola people, who live
deep in the Amazon, to protect themselves and their territory from illegal trespassers
such as loggers and cattle ranchers. Thanks to their work, an area of forest three
times the size of the Lake District will soon be under Quilombola ownership and
protection; a lifestyle and environment saved from destruction.

2. Kenya
Since Christian Aid partner Maji na Ufanisi (MNU) began working in Nairobi's informal
settlements more than a decade ago, it has changed the lives of thousands of slum
dwellers by building water and sanitation facilities.

From communities in Kibera, Africa's largest slum, to Kiambiu in the northeast of
Nairobi, MNU has done more than improve the health of communities; it has brought
them dignity and self-respect.

3. Haiti
Working in close collaboration with local partners Christian Aid was helping people
rebuild their livelihoods after the disastrous 2008 hurricanes. A network of small low-
tech dairies was processing small amounts of milk from local farmers, giving them an
income and providing a regular- and multiplying- food supply. A group of local men were
building a hurricane shelter for the livestock.
Here, as elsewhere, Christian Aid's partners were also tackling the causes of poverty:;
monitoring budget spending, campaigning against environmental degradation and
discrimination, promoting human rights.
Haiti is now, tragically post earthquake, centre stage. Much will have to be rebuilt -
not just houses, schools and hospitals, but hope.

These are only some of approximately 50 countries in which Christian Aid works - always
with partners, always with the marginalised, always trying to change the systems that keep
people poor.



That work carries on, out of sight of the global media- helping communities in Colombia
campaign for clean water, enabling flooded Bangladeshi villages to develop new and

sustainable livelihoods, rehabilitating child %
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soldiers in Uganda.

But what is also important is the faith that lies behind it. Christian Aid is not a
faceless, quasi-governmental organisation. It exists because of the work,
prayer and giving of individual men and women here, expressing their solidarity
with individual women and men there. It is a tangible response to the Gospel
commandment to bring good news to the poor; that things should be different,
that we are responsible for those we cannot see and will never meef.

Most of the phenomenal sum raised during Christian Aid week comes from the
efforts of volunteers going from door to door and collecting Christian Aid
Week envelopes. And of course from those who put some money in them.

The way we lead our own lives can have a tangible impact in the fight to end
poverty. By "doing the right thing" we show we have a commitment to a
sustainable lifestyle that places a high value on helping others.

Please do all you can.
%
Poverty - Letsendit
(David McCall)
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HEN HARRIERS

In April the Hen Harriers return to the hills behind Lochwinnoch. The males, which are
grey and white with black wing-tips and a white rump, take up territories and try to
attract a female to pair with them. The slightly bigger females, which are brown with a
white rump, assess the male and his territory before deciding where and when to nest.
The males show their agility by performing an acrobat aerial display flight in which they
soar up in the sky then swoop in a twisting rollercoaster of loops and turns which
birdwatchers call skydancing. This is not enough to impress the females on its own - the
males must also show that they can catch enough food to raise a family!

Although they do catch Grouse, the main food in our area is Field Voles and small birds
such as Meadow Pipits. The Hen Harriers are unusual in that the male bird gives the prey
to the female in mid-air. This is perhaps simply to avoid losing it in the tall heather or
rushes which they tend to prefer. Before nesting, the birds will inspect a number of
different possible sites with the female eventually choosing one and building a rough nest
of heather or rush stems lined with grasses on the ground but hidden by the surrounding
vegetation.



She lays eggs, usually 3-5, a day or two apart, and broods them for about 30 days until
they hatch. During this time she doesn't hunt, but the male catches food for her. This
continues for a week or two after the eggs hatch, until eventually the female also goes
hunting to help feed the growing family. In many birds of prey the chicks are different
sizes because they hatch a few days apart, with only the strongest surviving. While this
can happen with Hen Harriers, if there is enough food the whole brood will prosper.

The popular image of birds of prey is one of sharp talons and tearing beaks, some people
may even think they are cruel by nature. But they are catching prey to feed their young,
and in turn have to defend the nest as best they can against crows which could take the
eggs, or other predators such as foxes. Inevitably many nests fail. And in the nest, the
female is gentle and a good mother. She tears off strips of meat and carefully feeds the
tiny chicks, often reaching past the bigger ones to ensure that all get a share. She makes
a quiet crooning sound while feeding them, a noise she also made while furning the eggs a
few days before they hatched. She broods them to keep them warm until they are too big
to cover, but even then extends her wings to shelter them from rain.

The chicks as they grow are able to eat bigger meals and eventually learn to feed
themselves, squabbling over prey as it is brought in, but the female often feeds them even
then, especially the smallest. They lose their fluffy down and grow feathers, flapping their
wings while holding tight to the ground, until eventually they are ready for their first
flight. It is often an undignified affair with the young bird crash landing in heather. Soon
of course they are all out of the nest, practising flying by chasing each other about and
trying to be first to reach their parents returning with food.

How do we know all this about these birds? Well they were once so unpopular with
gamekeepers that they nearly became extinct in Britain, surviving only in remote places
and islands. They have been extensively studied and were eventually protected by law, but
their recovery has been slow, and threatened by things other than persecution, such as
loss of habitat to commercial forestry.

To try to preserve their habitats and breeding areas a number of Special Protection Areas
have been set up in Scotland, one of which, The Renfrewshire Heights SPA, extends
across the hills towards Loch Thom in the north and includes much of the moorland area
above Lochwinnoch. As this is within Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park, we were pleased to
have a nest camera beam live images to our Visitor Centre at Muirshiel to help raise
awareness of this species during the summers of 2003-08. We are hoping to have live
pictures again this year with new equipment - why not come to Muirshiel in a few weeks to
see for yourself.

(Ken McGinigal, Senior Ranger, Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park)
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THE GIRLS BRIGADE



The Junior Section took part in the Mystery Play performing their rainbow dance at the
loch side. This will be performed again for parents at the display.

Meanwhile, the Brigader Section raised £127 for MacMillan Cancer Care by holding a non-
uniform night - coming dressed in something green instead. They also baked cakes which
they sold to one another. A fantastic effort!

This fundraising event was part of a National Competition; however it also fitted in very
well with part of their badgework - looking at people with special needs.

The Explorer Section, not to be left out, is attending a National Fun Day in Port Glasgow
on 8™ May. It's a Hawaiian theme and should be great fun for the girls.

Our Display and Prize-giving takes place on Friday 14™ May at 7.30pm in the McKillop Hall.

(Jennie Cochrane)
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CHURCH DATES
MAY
9™ 15™ Christian Aid Week
Fri. 14™  7.30pm  Girls Brigade Display
Sun. 16™ 11.00am  Sacrament of Holy Communion (Retiring collection for Girls

Brigade and Boys Brigade Funds)
10.30am  Session to constitute at 10.30

Sat. 22" 10am  Sponsored Walk

JUNE
Fri. 18™ Wine Tasting (further details later)
JULY Joint Services with Calder Church to be held in Parish
Church
%
AUGUST Joint Services with Calder Church to be held in Calder
Church
Mon.2"-Fri 6™ Summer Club in Parish Church Halls finishing with

Service in Calder Church on Sunday 8th



SEPTEMBER
Thurs. 9™ Session and Board Meetings

Sun. 19™  11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion (Retiring collection for Girls
Brigade and Boys Brigade Funds)

10.30am Session to constitute at 10.30

Mama Mia Sing-along (Date to be advised)

OCTOBER
Fri. g™ Paisley Operatic Society Concert in Church
PARISH REGISTER
WEDDING

Those who God has joined together, let no one separate

MARGARET ANNE SMILLIE to
ROss ALEXANDER CUMBERLAND

Saturday 20™ February 2010
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Editor would like to thank all those who have contributed to this Edition of the Magazine.

CONTRIBUTIONS
You can make any literary contribution to the magazine by handing to the Minister or to Janette

Janette can have Church news published in
Saltcoats & Ardrossan Herald, Gazette or Chatterbox
Phone 842862 or email jnttferg@yahoo.co.uk

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%



%
%
%



%

1%0%%0%%%

¢ - o

1%%%

cod’s Realnmy

Name all the features on this page
colour and add your favourites
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Answers to February 2010 crossword
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CRéCHE
More help is needed to run the Créche on Sunday mornings.

You will be called on, roughly every 8 weeks. Before you start a Disclosure must be carried out - we will
arrange that.

If you can help, please talk to Glenys McKee (842419).
%
SPONSORED WALK leaving Lochwinnoch Parish Church on 22nd May at 10am.

Sponsor forms are available from Mrs Christine Pollard (Tel. No. 01505 8424@dadlchristine_pollard@btinternet.com

A light lunch will be served in Church Hall after the walk.

The vision of the Church of Scotland is to be a church which seeks fo inspire the people of Scotland and
beyond with the Good News of Jesus Christ through enthusiastic, worshipping, witnessing, nurturing and
serving communities
www.lochwinnochparishchurch.co.uk




%

LOCHWINNOCH PARISH CHURCH MAGAZINE

MINISTER

SESSION CLERK:

SUNDAY
WORSHIP:

COMMUNION:

BIBLE STUDY:

BOYS BRIGADE:

GIRLS BRIGADE:

PARISH INFORMATION

Rev Christine Murdoch BD (Hons)

The Manse

1 Station Rise

Lochwinnoch

PA12 INA Tel. 843484
rev.christine@btinternet.com

Mrs Christine Pollard Tel. 842404
christine_pollard@btinternet.com%
Morning Service 11.00 am
Sunday Club 11.00 am
Créche (available from) 10.45 am

Third Sunday February, May, September
and November

15" Thursday in the month (as announced)

Tuesday Anchor Boys 6.00 - 7.00pm

Juniors 7.00 - 8.00pm

Friday Company 7.30 - 9.15pm
Wednesday Explorers 6.00pm
Juniors 6.45pm

Brigaders 8.00pm

CLEANING AND GROUND DUTIES

Saturday 10.00 am P12 noon

(All Volunteers welcome)

PUBLICITY OFFICER, Janette Ferguson (Tel. 842862)
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